The internal mammary artery perforator flap: an anatomical study and a case report.
The anatomic basis for the internal artery mammary perforator (IMAP) flap is described in this cadaveric study, together with a clinical case report. The IMAP flap is based on a single or double perforator of the internal mammary artery that is included in the pedicle for added length. It provides a very useful source of local tissue with skin of good texture and color for head and neck reconstruction and, being muscle free, is thin. With preservation of the anterior cutaneous branch of the intercostal nerve, the flap has the potential to be sensate. A large area can be covered, particularly if bilateral flaps are raised. The donor site can be closed directly. In selected patients, it offers an excellent option for use in head and neck reconstruction and should be considered as an alternative to the deltopectoral and pectoralis major flaps.